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Largest Study of Its Kind Finds Excess Deaths
During Pandemic Caused by Public Health
Response, Not Virus

By Dr. Brenda Baletti
Global Research, July 17, 2025
Children's Health Defense 19 July 2024

Region: Canada
Theme: Science and Medicine

[This article by Dr. Brenda Baletti was first posted on GR in July 2024.]

A study released today of excess mortality in 125 countries during the COVID-19 pandemic
found the major  causes of  death globally  stemmed from public  health establishment’s
response, including mandates and lockdowns that caused severe stress, harmful medical
interventions and the COVID-19 vaccines.

“We conclude that nothing special would have occurred in terms of mortality
had a pandemic not been declared and had the declaration not been acted
upon,” the authors of the study wrote.

Researchers from the Canadian nonprofit Correlation Research in the Public Interest and the
University of Quebec at Trois-Rivières analyzed excess all-cause mortality data prior to and
during  the  COVID-19  pandemic,  beginning  with  the  March  11,  2020,  World  Health
Organization (WHO) pandemic declaration and ending on May 5, 2023, when the WHO
declared the pandemic over.
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The results, presented in a detailed 521-page analysis, establish baseline all-cause mortality
rates across 125 countries and use those to determine the variations in excess deaths
during the pandemic.

The researchers also used the baseline rates to investigate how the individual country
variations  in  excess  death  rates  correlated  to  different  pandemic-related  interventions,
including  vaccination  and  booster  campaigns.

Not all of the results on a country-by-country basis were the same. For example, in some
countries, mortality spikes occurred before the vaccines were rolled out, while in other
places, the mortality spikes tracked closely with vaccine or booster campaigns.

In some places, excess mortality rates returned to baseline or close to baseline in 2022,
while in others, the rates persisted well into 2023. Denis Rancourt, Ph.D., lead author of
the study, told The Defender the disparities result from the complex nature of pandemic
measures — and the data — in different areas.

Once Rancourt’s team was able to establish the baseline and excess mortality data for each
place,  they  clustered  and  examined  the  data  through  different  filters  to  interpret  it,  and
drew  several  conclusions.

Data ‘Incompatible with a Pandemic Viral Respiratory Disease as a
Primary Cause of Death’

The researchers established that there was significant excess mortality worldwide between
March 11, 2020, and May 5, 2023.

Overall  excess  mortality  during  the  three  years  in  the  93  countries  with  sufficient  data  to
make an estimate is approximately 0.392% of the 2021 population — or approximately 30.9
million excess deaths from all causes.

The conventional  explanation  for  the  excess  mortality  during  the  COVID-19 pandemic,
Rancourt said, is that the SARS-CoV-2 virus caused virtually all deaths — and there would
have been even more deaths if there hadn’t been a vaccine.

The variations in excess all-cause mortality rates across space and time, the authors wrote,
“allow us to conclude that the Covid-period (2020-2023) excess all-cause mortality in the
world is  incompatible with a pandemic viral  respiratory disease as a primary cause of
death.”

They said the theory that the virus caused the deaths is propped up by mass virus-testing
campaigns that should be abandoned.

‘Idea that Vaccines Saved Lives Is Ridiculous’

Rancourt and his team cited several factors they believe disprove the theory that the virus
caused a spike in all-cause mortality.

For example, they wrote that excess mortality surged almost simultaneously across several
continents when a pandemic was declared, while there were no comparable surges in areas

https://correlation-canada.org/covid-excess-mortality-125-countries/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender_category/toxic-exposures/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/


| 3

that had not yet declared a pandemic.

This  suggests  that  pandemic  interventions  like  lockdowns,  which  were  implemented
synchronously across many countries, likely caused the surges.

The  researchers  also  pointed  out  the  significant  variation  in  mortality  rates  during  the
pandemic in all time periods, even across different political jurisdictions directly adjacent to
each other. If the virus caused the deaths, it would follow that the infection fatality rate
would be the same, or at least similar across political boundaries.

The researchers also found a lot of variability in death rates within countries over time,
which also would not be an expected outcome if those deaths were caused by a pathogen.

Rancourt said they found “the idea that the vaccine saved lives is ridiculous,” and based on
flawed modeling as he and colleagues also showed in a previous paper.

Here  again,  they  found  no  systematic  or  statistically  significant  trends  showing  that
vaccination  campaigns  in  2020  and  2021  reduced  all-cause  mortality.

Instead, they found that in many places, there was no excess mortality until the vaccines
were rolled out, and most countries showed temporal associations between vaccine rollouts
and increases in all-cause mortality.

Medical Interventions — Including Denial of Treatment — Caused
Premature Deaths

Rancourt  said  the  excess  deaths  his  team  identified  are  strongly  associated  with  the
combination of two major factors — the proportion of elderly in a country’s population and
the number of people living in poverty. Both factors increased peoples’ vulnerability to
“sudden and profound structural societal changes” and “medical assaults.”

While the proximal cause of  death may be classified on death certificates as a respiratory
condition or infection, the researchers noted, they argue the true primary causes of death
are  actually  biological  stress,  non-COVID-19-vaccine  medical  interventions  and  the
COVID-19  vaccination  rollouts.

The study provides an overview of  plausible mechanisms for this  hypothesis,  including
research showing that some people experienced severe biological stress from measures like
mandates and lockdowns.

“If you structurally change the society by preventing people from moving, breathing,
working, having their lives, having to stay at home, lock them in. If you do all these
incredibly huge changes, structural changes in society, that is going to induce biological
stress,” Rancourt told The Defender.

“There’s  very  compelling  scientific  evidence that  biological  stress  is  a  massive  killer,”
he added.

Rancourt also pointed out that the stress of lockdowns affected poor people quite differently
than it did people who could easily work from home, have food delivered and live relatively
comfortably.
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The authors  also  pointed to  extensive evidence showing that  medical  interventions  —
including denial of treatment — caused premature deaths.

Such interventions included but were not limited to the denial of antibiotics and ivermectin
against bacterial pneumonia, the systematic use of mechanical ventilators, experimental
treatment  protocols,  new palliative  medications  and  overdoses,  isolation  of  vulnerable
people and encouraged voluntary or involuntary suicide.

The  March-April  2020  COVID-19  peak  they  identified  in  several  countries  is  difficult  to
explain  without  such  medical  interventions,  they  wrote.

17 Million Excess Deaths Tied to COVID Vaccines

Finally, the researchers projected that 17 million of the excess deaths they identified were
associated with the COVID-19 vaccines, confirming the findings of their previous research on
a smaller sample of countries.

Those vaccine-related estimations were based on analyses of places that had large spikes
immediately following vaccination or booster campaigns and also by examining the numbers
of vaccine doses and their relation to deaths over time.

Thirty percent of the countries they analyzed had no excess deaths until either the vaccine
rollouts  or  the  booster  campaigns.  And  there  were  significant  correlations  between
COVID-19 vaccine rollouts and peaks or increases in excess all-cause mortality. Ninety-
seven percent of  countries showed a late-2021 or early-2022 peak in excess all-cause
mortality temporally associated with booster rollouts.

It  is  highly  unlikely,  the researchers  wrote,  that  the vaccine-mortality  associations are
coincidental.

Rancourt noticed that people critical of this idea point to the fact that in some places, there
are sometimes campaigns or booster campaigns that aren’t associated with spikes in excess
mortality.

However,  he  said  vaccination  campaigns  don’t  always  lead  to  such  spikes  because
vaccination was not related to death in the same way in every situation.  Vulnerability
factors like the age of those vaccinated, the health of the population and other sociological
factors related to stressors on the immune system change how they are affected by vaccine
toxicity or the vaccines’ effects on the immune system.

Based on their analysis and interpretations, they concluded,

“We  are  compelled  to  state  that  the  public  health  establishment  and  its  agents
fundamentally caused all the excess mortality in the Covid period.”
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Brenda Baletti, Ph.D., is a senior reporter for The Defender. She wrote and taught about
capitalism and politics for 10 years in the writing program at Duke University. She holds a
Ph.D.  in  human geography from the University  of  North Carolina at  Chapel  Hill  and a
master’s from the University of Texas at Austin.
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The Worldwide Corona Crisis, Global Coup d’Etat
Against Humanity

by Michel Chossudovsky

Michel Chossudovsky reviews in detail how this insidious project “destroys people’s lives”.
He  provides  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  everything  you  need  to  know  about  the
“pandemic” — from the medical  dimensions to the economic and social  repercussions,
political underpinnings, and mental and psychological impacts.

“My  objective  as  an  author  is  to  inform people  worldwide  and  refute  the  official  narrative
which has been used as a justification to destabilize the economic and social fabric of entire
countries, followed by the imposition of the “deadly” COVID-19 “vaccine”. This crisis affects
humanity in its entirety: almost 8 billion people. We stand in solidarity with our fellow
human beings and our children worldwide. Truth is a powerful instrument.”

Reviews

This is an in-depth resource of great interest if it is the wider perspective you are motivated
to understand a little better, the author is very knowledgeable about geopolitics and this
comes out in the way Covid is contextualized. —Dr. Mike Yeadon

In  this  war  against  humanity  in  which  we  find  ourselves,  in  this  singular,  irregular  and
massive assault against liberty and the goodness of people, Chossudovsky’s book is a rock
upon which to sustain our fight. –Dr. Emanuel Garcia

In  fifteen  concise  science-based  chapters,  Michel  traces  the  false  covid  pandemic,
explaining how a PCR test, producing up to 97% proven false positives, combined with a
relentless 24/7 fear campaign, was able to create a worldwide panic-laden “plandemic”; that
this  plandemic  would  never  have  been  possible  without  the  infamous  DNA-modifying
Polymerase Chain Reaction test  –  which to this  day is  being pushed on a majority  of
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innocent people who have no clue. His conclusions are evidenced by renown scientists.
—Peter Koenig 

Professor Chossudovsky exposes the truth that “there is no causal relationship between the
virus  and  economic  variables.”  In  other  words,  it  was  not  COVID-19  but,  rather,  the
deliberate implementation of the illogical, scientifically baseless lockdowns that caused the
shutdown of the global economy. –David Skripac

A reading of  Chossudovsky’s book provides a comprehensive lesson in how there is a global
coup d’état under way called “The Great Reset” that if not resisted and defeated by freedom
loving people everywhere will result in a dystopian future not yet imagined. Pass on this free
gift  from Professor  Chossudovsky  before  it’s  too  late.   You  will  not  find  so  much  valuable
information and analysis in one place. –Edward Curtin

ISBN: 978-0-9879389-3-0,  Year: 2022,  PDF Ebook,  Pages: 164, 15 Chapters

Price: $11.50 FREE COPY! Click here (docsend) and download.

You may also access the online version of the e-Book by clicking here.

We encourage you to support the eBook project by making a donation through Global
Research’s DonorBox “Worldwide Corona Crisis” Campaign Page. 

The original source of this article is Children's Health Defense
Copyright © Dr. Brenda Baletti, Children's Health Defense, 2025

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Brenda
Baletti

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://docsend.com/view/yvbmfa5hxhgjughq
https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-worldwide-corona-crisis-global-coup-detat-against-humanity-michel-chossudovsky/5850209
https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-worldwide-corona-crisis-global-coup-detat-against-humanity-michel-chossudovsky/5850209
https://donorbox.org/the-worldwide-corona-crisis-global-coup-d-etat-against-humanity
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/excess-death-covid-public-health-measures/?utm_source=luminate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=defender&utm_id=20240719
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brenda-baletti
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/excess-death-covid-public-health-measures/?utm_source=luminate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=defender&utm_id=20240719
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brenda-baletti
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brenda-baletti
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

